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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINR, UK 

SUBJECT: LEFT WING ALLEGATIONS ABOUT CIA ACTIVITIES IN 
UK 

SUMMARY. FOLLOWING "REVELATIONS" IN LEFT-WING PRESS ART- 
ICLES ABOUT THE PRESENCE IN THE UK OF CIA AGENTS, SOME 
MP'S ON THE FAR LEFT OF THE LABOR PARTY HAVE PRESSED THE 
GOVERNMENT TO INQUIRE INTO THE ACTIVITIES OF 10 MEMBERS 
OF EMBASSY STAFF WHO IT IS ALLEGED ARE CIA OFFICIALS. 

THIS GROUP OF MP'S HAS ALSO ASKED HMG TO DECLARE THE 10 
PERSONA NON GRATA, UNLESS IT CAN BE DISPROVED THAT THEY 
ARE ASSOCIATED WITH CIA. THE GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN FIRM 
LINE TO DATE IN RESPONDING TO QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT AN- 
D WE EXPECT IT WILL CONTINUE TO DO SO IN MANNER WHICH WI- 
LL CAUSE NO EMBARRASSMENT TO USG. END SUMMARY. 

1. FOLLOWING "REVELATIONS" ON MARCH 7 IN WORKERS' PRESS 
(TROTS KYITE WEEKLY NEWSLETTER) AND TIME OUT (A TRENDY 
WEEKLY OF "WHAT'S ON IN LONDOM") SOME EXTREME LEFT-WING 
LABOR MP'S BEGAN TO RING ALARM BELLS ABOUT ALLEGED INAD- 
MISSIBLE ACTIVITIES IN THE UK BY CIA AND CERTAIN EMBASSY 
OFFICERS WHO WERE TAGGED AS CIA OFFICIALS. STANLEY NEW- 
ENS, LEADER OF THIS GROUP OF ANGRY LEFT-WINGERS, ASKED 
THE FOREIGN SECRETARY IN A WRITTEN QUESTION "IF IT IS 
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DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES ALL INTELLIGENCE GATHERING OPERA- 
TIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE AMERICAN CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE 
AGENCY ACTIVE IN THE UNITED KINGDOM WHICH DO NOT INVOLVE 
ANY INFRINGEMENT OF THE LAW." MINISTER OF STATE HATTER- 
SLEY RESPONDED ON MARCH 1 1, "WE WOULD NATURALLY CONSIDER 
TAKING APPROPRIATE ACTION AGAINST ANY DIPLOMATIC MISSION 
IF THERE WERE EVIDENCE OF INADMISSIBLE ACTIVITIES INCOM 
PATIBLE WITH THE FUNCTIONS OF A DIPLOMATIC MISSION." 

2. ON MARCH 18, NEWENS AND HIS COHORTS RETURNED TO THE 
CHARGE PRAYING THE PRIME MINISTER TO SET UP AN INQUIRY 
INTO THE ACTIVITIES OF THE CIA AT THE US EMBASSY. THE 
PRIME MINISTER TOLD THE HOUSE IN AN ORAL EXCHANGE THAT IF 
THERE WERE REAL EVIDENCE OF ANY IMPROPER ACTIVITIES AS 
ALLEGED HE WOULD CERTAINLY ORDER AN INQUIRY. THE FOLLOW- 
INDAY, MARCH 19, NEWENS AND 33 OTHER MP'S ON THE FAR 
LEFT OF THE PARTY PUT DOWN AN "EARLY DAY MOTION" THE TEXT 
OF WHICH READS AS FOLLOWS: 

"THAT THIS HOUSE, BEING AWARE OF THE LONG RECORD 
OF IMT7.T ,T .TGENCF.-G ATHF.R TNG ACTIVITIES AND CLANDESTINE OP- 
ERATIONS ORGANISED BY THE UNITED STATES CENTRAL INTELL- 
IGENCE AGENCY, WHICH HAVE INVOLVED INTERFERENCE IN THE 
INTERNAL AFFAIRS OF MANY COUNTRIES AND THE SUBVERSION AND 
OVERTHROW OF GOVERNMENTS IN GUATEMALA, IRAN, GUYANA 
(FORMERLY BRITISH GUIANA), CHILE AND OTHER COUNTRIES, 

CALLS UPON HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT TO INFORM THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA THAT AMPLE EVIDENCE 
EXISTS TO INDICATE THAT MESSRS. CORD MEYER, JOHN W. COF- 
FEY, SIDNEY BEARMAN, A. SPENCER BRAHAM, 

D 

RICHARDSON 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LONDON 04372 02 OF 02 211849Z 

43 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-03 H-02 INR-07 L-02 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-06 NIC-01 

/058 W 

043684 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


R 201736Z MAR 75 
FM AMEMBASSY LONDON 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 9492 

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION 02 OF 02 LONDON 04372 

WILLIAM M. MCGHEE, BENJAMIN J. PRICE, JOHN A. REED 
JUNIOR, JOSEPH P. SHERMAN, JOSEPH C. THEN, AND GEORGE 
FORD II, ALL OF WHOM HAVE BEEN ACCORDED DIPLOMATIC 
CREDENTIALS, ARE ASSOCIATED WITH THE WORK OF THE CIA, 

AND UNLESS THIS CAN BE DISPROVED FORTHWITH, EACH MUST 
BE REGARDED AS PERSONA NON GRATA AND WITHDRAWN FROM 
GREAT BRITAIN IMMEDIATELY." 

3. AN EARLY DAY MOTION IS NOT USUALLY DEBWTED IN THE 
HOUSE BUT THE GOVERNMENT HAS PREPARED CONTINGENCY 
GUIDANCE FOR THE LEADER OF THE HOUSE IN THE EVENT THE 
MOTION IS PRESSED. THE GENERAL LINE THE GOVERNMENT 
PROPOSES TO TAKE IS THAT ITS VIEWS ARE WELL KNOWN; THE 
PRIME MINISTER ON MARCH 18 HAD SAID THAT IF EVIDENCE 

OF IMPROPER ACTIVITIES WERE PUT FORWARD, HE WOULD ORDER 
AN INQUIRY; AND THAT UNLESS AND UNTIL EVIDENCE OF IM- 
PROPER ACTIVITIES WAS BROUGHT FORWARD THERE WAS NO NEED 
FOR A DEBATE ON THE MATTER. 

4. COMMENT: WE CANNOT DOCUMENT COLLUSION BETWEEN 
NEWENS AND COMPANY ON THE ONE HAND AND THE RADICAL LEFT 
WING GROUPS LIKE THE TROTSKYITES ON THE OTHER BUT THERE 
ARE REASONABLE GROUNDS TO SUSPECT THAT THEY HAVE BEEN 
WORKING TOGETHER. WE UNDERSTAND THAT THE GUARDIAN HAD 
PLANS TO MAKE ITS OWN "REVELATIONS ABOUT CIA" BUT 
APPARENTLY THOUGHT BETTER OF THE IDEA GIVEN THE 
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PROVENANCE OF THE ALLEGATIONS ABOUT CIA ACTIVITIES IN 
THE UK AND THE NAMES OF THE ALLEGED CIA PERSONNEL. 

NEWENS AND HIS ASSOCIATES ARE ON THE EXTREME LEFTWING 
OF THE LABOR PARTY. MANY ARE UNDIS GUIDEDLY ANTI- 
AMERICAN. THEY SEEM TO THINK THAT THEY HAVE GOTTEN ON 
TO AN ISSUE WHICH WILL BOTH EMBARRASS THE WILSON GOVERN- 
MENT AND GIVE VENT TO THEIR OWN PREJUDICES ABOUT THE 
CIA. QUITE POSSIBLY, AND THIS IS CERTAINLY SUGGESTED BY 
REPORTING OF THE COMMUNIST MORNING STAR, THESE PAR- 
TICULAR MP'S ARE USING CURRENT SPECULATION ABOUT THE 
CIA IN THE UK TO COUNTER THE RISING INDIGNATION IN THE 
COUNTRY ABOUT THE FORTHCOMING VISIT OF SHELEPIN. 

5. THE GOVERNMENT IS PLAYING THIS ONE COOL. MINISTERS 
ARE NOT, WE UNDERSTAND, DISTURBED, AND AS THE FOREGOING 
CITATIONS OF THE GOVERNMENT LINE INDICATE, ARE RISING 
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TO THE BAIT OF THE LEFTWING. THERE IS NO QUESTION IN 
OUR MINDS THAT THE GOVERNMENT WILL CONTINUE TO TAKE A 
FIRM LINE AND SCRUPULOUSLY AVOID TAKING ANY POSITIONS 
WHICH MIGHT CAUSE EMBARRASSMENT TO THE EMBASSY OR TO 
THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 
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